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have been already printed, though Dr. Colenbrander, whose versions are
derived from manuscripts in the libraries of All Souls and Queen's, appears
to be unaware of the fact.

The third Dutch war is illustrated by the same abundance of new
documents, but a larger proportion of them comes from the French
archives than in the case of the second war. Amongst these are a plan of the
close of the battle of Solebay (ii. 112) and some letters dealing with the
dispute between the French commanders about the battle of 21 August
1673. The charges brought by Rupert against d'Estr6es will attract
special notice. However, perhaps the most instructive and interesting
documents in the volume are the two French reports on the organization
and condition of the English navy made to Colbert, one by a certain
Arnoul in 1670, the other by Seignelay in 1672 (ii. 7, 47). Pepys wanted
to get information of an equally detailed character about the Dutch navy ;
we are given the list of questions he drew up for Captain Anthony Deane,
but Deane's answers seem to be missing (ii. 2).

There are a series of papers relating to the negotiations between
England and Holland in July 1672 : instructions to Buckingham and
Arlington, dated 1 July 1672 ; letters from the two ambassadors and from
Sir Joseph Williamson to Lord Clifford; Williamson's diary, 18-28 July
1672 (ii. 141-72). It is curious that Dr. Colenbrander, who refers to
Miss Barbour's Arlington in connexion with this negotiation, makes
no reference to Miss Foxcroft's Life of Halifax, in which several documents
relating to the mission are printed (i. 72-102), including instructions
given to Halifax which supplement those to Buckingham and Arlington.

This brief summary of the contents of these two volumes hardly does
justice to the value of the collection, but it would be necessary to survey
the history of the second and third Dutch wars, and to examine the details
of seven or eight naval battles, in order to show the extent to which they
are elucidated by the new evidence now published. C. H. FIBTH.

The Second Period of Quakerism. By WILLIAM C. BRAITHWAITE, B.A.,
LL.B., with introduction by ROFUS M. JONES, M.A., D.Litt. (London :
Macmillan, 1919.)

THERE are few tracts of religious history which are so full of interest as the
early period of Quakerism. Mr. Braithwaite handled the origins in his
previous book, The Beginnings of Quakerism, published in 1912; and the
next instalment of the task is now a very welcome arrival. The period
covered by the new volume extends from the Restoration to the end of the
century ; and it is continuous in its main features with the opening period,
which began with the awakening of George Fox in 1643. The richness of
interest is naturally in part inherent in the subject, and lies in the psycho-
logical evolution and development of a peculiar and fruitful type of Chris-
tain belief ; but it depends also largely upon the abundance of the material
available. No religious movement, not even the Oxford Movement of
later times, is so rich in documents. The Friends from the days of George
Fox onward were among the most self-conscious of mystics. Like the
early tractarians they had a profound belief in the importance of all their
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doings and thinkings : and they left behind them more minute and
conscientious records, with a more deliberate eye upon the public, and
a more devout determination that their message should not suffer for any
failure in making pronouncements or any carelessness in filing them.
Even correspondence was religiously preserved, and diaries dutifully kept
and treasured. While other sufferers have for the most part hidden their
sufferings, either voluntarily or involuntarily, the early Friends were
methodical in collecting the details concerning them, and business-like
in publishing them. The result, from the historian's point of view, is
a very happy one ; for he is enabled to produce a really full and intimate
account of the movement. We would give much for similar information
about some of the older movements—about Montanism, for example,
in order that we might see how the one bears upon the other across an
interval of fourteen centuries ; or, again, for other reasons, about Gnosti-
cism, or The Everlasting Gospel, or Lollardy in the fifteenth century.
The little that we do know of these and kindred movements anterior to,
or contemporary with, Quakerism might with advantage have been used
to enrich some pages of Mr. Braithwaite's work, or to modify others ; but
he has made good use of his ample material here, as he did in the previous
volume. Any reader who finds his quotations too lengthy can easily pass
on, while to many they will be among the most welcome pages. His
comments and links are luminous and adequate, being written not only
in full sympathy with the subject, but also in a scholarly detachment from
it, which enables him to see things in perspective and so to criticize as well
as to expound.

The situation in this second period differs markedly from that of the
first. Persecution and repression are new features, or figure with a new
intensity : and no set of men suffers so much from the timorous intolerance
of the houses of commons of the Restoration period as do the mild but
masterful Quakers. One effect produced was perhaps unexpected. The
groups of Seekers were bound to develop an organization which was far
from their early thoughts and in some sense alien to their fundamental
conceptions. The society grew and settled its procedure ; the ministry
was increasingly organized ; an internal economy became more than
ever necessary, and grooves began to form into which there was an inevit-
able danger that the manifestation of the spirit would settle down. But,
on the other hand, it was this evolution which ensured a continuity to the
society. The discipline had to be formulated, and not without internal
troubles ; but the expression of idiosyncracieo was necessary to the life
of the body. Even the scruples and oddities had either to become corporate
scruples and oddities, or else to be disowned. So some of them are canonized
and become parts of the Quaker way of life, while others are condemned and
excommunicated. It is a very interesting study of the perpetual conflict
between individuality and corporate life. Penn is in some respects the
protagonist of the period, or at least the most prominent person in the
public eye, and not Fox, as in the early days. But Fox is always the power
behind the movement, even though he had to pass so much of the time
in prison. A figure of special interest is that of John Bellers, to whom
five and twenty alluring pages are devoted in the chapter on ' Church
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and Social Questions'. His alert and original mind was full of questions
which are now, more insistently than then, forcing themselves upon the
mind of this generation; and the contributions which he made to the
solution of them, whether by discussion, or, as in some cases, by social
experiments, come home with special value to us to-day. W. H. FBERE.

The Quit-rent System in the American Colonies. By BEVERLEY W.
BOND, Jr. (Yale Historical Publications.) (Newhaven, Connecticut:
Yale University Press ; Oxford : University Press, 1919.)

THE last word on this scholarly volume has been said by Mr. C. M. Andrews
in its introductory chapter :
Professor Bond's account of the quit-rent in America is an exceedingly valuable con-
tribution to our knowledge of colonial history, because in bringing together in orderly
and intelligent fashion a large amount of information, widely scattered and often
difficult of access and never before used except in part and by Professor Bond himself,
it opens a new chapter of colonial life and throws light upon a little-known phase of the
struggle that took place in America to get rid of an outside control that was hampering
colonial progress.

There is one point, to begin with, that needs noting. Throughout the
volume the word ' feudal' is used in the widest sense as meaning medieval
tenure in general. The danger from this use is that some prejudice, attached
to feudalism as such, is imported into the consideration of a system
wholly different. Neither Mr. Bond nor Mr. Andrews seems to recognize
that, apart from the money going to an alien proprietary or government,
there was nothing reactionary or benighted in calling upon the individual
to pay a tax to the community for the grant of land. In fact the existence
of the quit-rent was a recognition, however feeble, of the principle that
finds expression in its most extreme form in the adherents of the ' single
tax'. Not infrequently the attempt to enforce the quit-rent was in the
interests of democratic settlement. Thus in Virginia enlightened governors,
like Spotswood or Nicholson, sought in vain by these means to break up
the large areas of land which were held for speculative purposes by the
members of an oligarchical ring. The fact that the British government
sought, and were successful in their efforts, to use the quit-rents as
a reserve fund, independent of the- votes of the assembly, gives the clue
to the assembly's conduct in its support of the council.

In turning to the more general question—how far was the system of
quit-rents a contributing cause to the discontent that brought about the
revolution ?—the answer is extremely doubtful. In the first place, in the
original New England colonies, which gave the backbone to American
resistance, the system of quit-rents never prevailed. In Virginia, according ,
to Mr. Bond himself, ' during the colonial period the quit-rent system was,
for the most part, successful, and illustrates how much could be done
with a charge of this kind when once it had got firmly established in
a crown colony'. It is true that in 1779 these charges were summarily
abolished ; but this was only natural, considering that they had been
attached to the demesne of the Crown^ The moral to be drawn from the
conflicting experience of Pennsylvania and of Maryland is that it was the
manner, rather than the fact, of the enforcement of the system that made
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